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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0761 

LIMDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, XH 

SUBJECT: GDR EMIGRATION POLICY 

REF: A. STATE 80268 B. BERLIN 733 C. BERLIN 1804 OF OCT 19, 1972 

1. EAST GERMAN EMIGRATION POLICY IS ONE OF MOST 
RESTRICTIVE IN EASTERN EUROPE. CURRENT GDR CONSTITU- 
TION (1968) DOES NOT CONTAIN PROVISION OF 1949 CONSTITUTION 
ACCORDING TO WHICH EAST GERMAN CITIZEN HAD RIGHT ( ON PAPER AT 
LEAST) TO EMIGRATE, AND PROVIDES ONLY FOR FREEDOM OF MOVE- 
MENT WITHIN GDR. EVEN THIS RIGHT, HOWEVER, CAN BE LIMITED BY LAW. 
TRAVEL TO WEST FOR VISITING PURPOSES IS ALSO SEVERELY RESTRICTED. 
ATTEMPTS AT UNAUTHORIZED EXIT ( REPUBLIKFLUCHT) ARE SUBJECT 
TO SEVERE PENALTIES. MOREOVER, GDR' S WESTERN BORDERS ARE 
EQUIPPED WITH INTRICATE SYSTEM OF BARRIERS, INCLUDING MINE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 00761 040849 Z 

FIELDS AND AUTOMATIC SHOOTING DEVICES, AND BORDER GUARDS 
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HAVE STANDING ORDERS TO FIRE AT WOULD- BE ESCAPEES. MOST 
RECENT SHOOTING INCIDENT OCCURRED AT BERLIN WALL, IN 
WHICH ESCAPEE WAS KILLED ( REF B). 

2. NO GDR EMIGRATION LAWS OR REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE 
PUBLIC BUT PRESUMABLY SUCH EXIST IN UNPUBLISHED FORM TO PRO- 
VIDE " SOCIALIST LEGALITY" AND GUIDANCE TO GDR OFFICIALS 
HANDLING EMIGRATION REQUESTS. 

3. GDR PENSIONERS, UNPRODUCTIVE ELEMEIS FIRST WHICH EMBASSY HAS 
RECEIVED OF PROMISED COPIES 

BDG INVITATIONS TO US OIL COMPANIES TO COME FOREWARD FOR FINAL 
NEGOTIATIONS RE OIL EXPLORATION. NO SUCH COPY FOR CARLSBERG YET 
DELIVERED. 

NEWBERRY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
NMAFVVZCZ 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** LIMDIS 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 
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Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: n/a 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAY 1973 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BERLIN00761 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BERLIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730534/aaaahnsm.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Reference: A.STATE 80268 B. BERLIN 733 C. B, 1972 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: boyleja 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 

Review Date: 08 AUG 2001 

Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08-Aug-2001 by shawdg>; APPROVED <10-Sep-2001 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> mcm 971 120 

Subject: GDR EMIGRATION POLICY 
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SECSTATE WASHDC 

SOFIA 

Type: TE 
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